
   Paducah has been the 
home of many things during 
the course of its history…. 
and we have featured many 
of the stories over the 
course of the past nineteen 
years with the Museum 
Messenger. But perhaps one 
could bear a closer look, for 
it is an interesting tidbit we 
enjoy sharing. 

     The Buckskin Bill Wild 
West Show was owned by a 
Paducah entity, and was 
second only to Buffalo 
Bill’s Wild West Show. The 
Paducah troupe (which fea-
tured native Americans and 
real gunslingers, stage-
coaches, and saloon gals, 
was no shabby getup.)  

     It had bookings every 
year all throughout the Mid-
west, and in the winter, the 
troupe would go to their 
elective homes to wait for 
better weather to begin trav-
eling together again, much 

like the circus shows do 
today. Most of those persons 
reside in Florida. But one 
winter, the pay was not as 
forthcoming as it should 
have been at the end of the 
season. 

   Per an old Paducah paper, 
we discovered that the judge 
felt sorry for the entertainers 
who had no money in their 
pockets to buy winter 
clothes, nor pay for rooms at 
the local boarding houses. 
So he allowed them to sleep 
over in the basement of the 
McCracken County Court-
house! (The weather was 
turning bitter, and it would 
have been mighty uncom-
fortable to sleep in tents.) 

    After one of the owner’s 
barns burned, it seemed a 
good thing to get the payroll 
taken care of. The troupe left 
the courthouse basement for 
winter quarters of their own 
choosing, and happily, no 
more barns burned after that. 

The Buckskin Bill Wild West 
Show was a crowd pleaser 

Diamond Bus Tours are coming to visit! 
Late last fall, the Executive Director made enquiries of several tour bus companies that 
were making forays into Kentucky, that she thought might be a good fit to partner with the 
Market House Museum. The Museum was lucky to secure spring and fall tour groups for 
2018 and is looking forward to more seasons of happy visitors.  Each group averages about 
50 persons, which makes for good income! Here is the tour line up as of this printing. 

Friday, Sept 28      11:00                   Friday, Nov 2     11:00           Friday, Nov 30   11:15  

Friday, Oct 4         11:00                   Friday, Nov 16    11:00 

Friday, Oct 26       11:00                   Friday Nov 16     11:20           
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Fall  Foliage Issue 

    Now, we didn’t say that 
the troupe had anything to 
do with the barn having 
burned, and it might have 
been a coincidence that it 
did. But getting paid made 
the Wild West show quite 
a bit happier with their 
employer! 

     The Market House 
Museum recently located a 
40” x 40” hand painted 
sideshow type poster in 
full color, dated 1901, 
advertising the show com-
ing to Wisconsin. It was in 
very good condition, and 
is very rare. It was ac-
quired for the museum, 
will be conserved, and will 
be seen in a new museum 
exhibit, March 2019. 



This recipe is easy to whip up and so delicious you’ll find you’ll make it on a regular basis!      
It reheats easily in the microwave if you keep it covered in the fridge till time to rewarm it.  

Ingredients: 

2 to 3 cups hot cooked white rice                      1/4 cup orange marmalade                                                                                          
(Minute Rice is fine)                                          1 T brown sugar                                                  
1 T oil                                                                 2 T fresh lime juice                                                

4 boneless, skinless chicken breast                    1/4 to 1/2 tsp allspice                                         
halves, cut into bite size pieces                          1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro                           

1 cup Old El Paso Home-style Garden                                                                                                
Pepper or Thick n Chunky Salsa   

Directions: 

While rice is cooking, heat oil in large skillet over med high heat until hot. Add chicken; 
cook and stir 7 minutes or until chicken is no longer pink. In medium bowl, combine salsa, 
marmalade, brown sugar, lime juice, and allspice; mix well. Add to chicken, stir well. Bring 
to a boiling simmer. Reduce heat to low; cover and simmer 5 to 10 minutes, stirring occa-
sionally. Stir in cilantro. Serve over hot rice. Yields: 6 servings. 
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Caribbean Salsa Chicken  is a tasteful treat 

NE WS LE TT ER  TI T LE  

Museum happenings: a look back over the past nineteen years 

Above: The Federal Invasion of 
Civil War Paducah 1861 
(reenactment on Broadway, 
September 2003) left to right,  
Sara Dixon of Murray, Summer 
Wilkes of the Quilt Museum 
and Penny Baucum Fields of 
the Market House Museum in 
period attire, after General 
Grant had departed the area. 
The Museum sponsored some 
of the events that weekend. 
Fields was President of the 
Paducah United Daughters of 
the Confederacy at the time. 

Bruce & Lois Gifford from Canada 
on left, and from Florida, on right, 
Ronda & Jeff Thomas with Executive  
Director Penny Baucum Fields in the 
center, 2005. The two couples en-
joyed their trip to the Museum very 
much, and the friendship that was 
made that afternoon resulted in the 
five persons going out for dinner 
together and having a great visit after 
the Museum closed. 

Terry Schmitt, owner of 
S&W Productions, and 
his wife Linda, created 
an award winning video 
in 2003 called “The 
History of Paducah”  
that featured the Muse-
um and its exhibits as 
well as sharing the 
town’s history. Here he 
is shown filming a seg-
ment  with Ky Compa-
ny reenactors depicting  
civil war camp life, 
which was included in 
the hour long video. It 
is still in demand in the 
Museum gift shop.               More memories of the museum to come next month…. 

                         Halloween postcard, Museum collections, circa 1885. 
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Samuel Mistletoe B) Valentine Ow-
en C) George W. Easter. 

6. The first lumber mill and brickyard 
was opened by an enterprising 
Paducahan, whose family built Bar-
kley’s future home, “Angles.” What 
was the name of the business owner? 
A) Reuben Saunders B) James Lang-
staff C) Edward Kolb. 

7. The honorable Linn Boyd is almost 
forgotten today, but was promoted as 
a candidate for US President in 
1856, and was elected Lt Governor 
of Kentucky in 1859 but died before 
taking office. What was the name of 
his Paducah home? A) Oaklands  B)
Locust Grove C) Bienville. 

8. Civil War General Lloyd Tilghman 
came to Paducah in 1852 as a re-
spected tradesman. What was this 
trade? A) telegraphic communica-
tions B) steamboat entrepreneur C)
railroad engineer. 

9. The Civil War Battle of Paducah 
took place in 1864. What religious 
holiday did it occur on? A) Christ-
mas Day B) Good Friday C) Thanks-
giving. 

10. Oak Grove Cemetery was estab-
lished in 1847. In its existence, many 
prominent Paducahans have been 
interred within its boundaries. Which 
of the following three persons ARE 
NOT buried within the cemetery? A) 
John T. Scopes B) Della Barnes C) 
The Birdman of Alcatraz. 

11. Whitehaven Welcome Center was 
built as a private home in 1852 by 
the Anderson family. Its original 
name, “Bide-a-Wee” was Scottish in 
origin. What did the name mean? A) 
Good Rest B) Small Home C)Stay a 
While. 

12. Hotel Irvin Cobb was built just be-
fore the Great Depression and of-
fered steam heat, a ballroom, a din-
ing room, a roof garden, and tele-
phones. It served as a refugee center 
during a major flood. What year was 
this? A)1924 B)1937 C) 1950. 

         (answers to quiz on page four!) 

We will assist you by giving you a choice 
of answers….see if you know these facts 
surrounding Paducah’s interesting histo-
ry. Good luck! 

1. The founder of Paducah was a fa-
mous person, well written up in sub-
sequent history books. Who was he? 
A) Marquis deLafayette B) William 
Clark C) Chief Paduke. 

2. The site claimed as the future city 
had another name before it was 
called Paducah. What was this 
name? A) Pekin B) New Harmony 
C) Blue River. 

3. The original platted maps of the city 
are to be seen in the Market House 
Museum. They are drawn on natural 
linen with elderberry ink. What year 
do they date to? A)1826 B)1827 C) 
1836. 

4. Land in Paducah sold very reasona-
bly when the town was laid out. Lots 
on the outskirts of town sold for how 
much per acre? A) 10 to 25 cents B) 
one dollar C) a dollar and a half. 

5. The first ferry service to Illinois was 
started by a man with a holiday 
sounding name. Who was he? A)

   Not many youngsters today remember the 
Burma Shave signs that once dotted Ameri-
ca’s highways in the first half of the 
1900’s. They were hand lettered, hand 
painted red and white signs that were made 
in sets of five or six signs, that touted the 
benefits of using the great new lathering 
product that made shaving so much easier, 
and prevented a male from having a razor 
burned face. 

     It was also said to make a man’s face 
smooth and much nicer to touch by their 
wives and sweethearts.  

      Most of the Burma Shave jingles 
could be found along Route 66 and other 
well traveled roads, though they could 
pop up anywhere. 

       Many passengers in touring cars 
watched for the signs and enjoyed read-
ing them aloud to the others who were in 
the car as well. 

       The men who were hired by the com-
pany to erect the popular signs along the 
road, many times laughed and said they 
were PHD’s (post hole diggers!) 

        Today, the funny signs are just a 
memory, although reproductions have 
popped up here and there, from time to 
time. 

        Watch for the new exhibit! 
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Paducah history quiz….how well will you do? 

Humorous Burma Shave exhibit to debut at March 2nd 

Pause for Thought 

Days can be long, but life is 

very short. 

People are about as happy as 

they usually choose to be. 

There’s nothing you can’t teach 
yourself by reading good 

books. 

When times get bad, you can 
let them make you bitter or let 

them make you better. 

There are no unimportant acts 

of kindness that you can share. 

In the stock market, bulls make 
money and bears make money, 

but hogs get slaughtered. 

Halloween postcard, Museum collections, circa 1890. 



Marie Antoinette by Antonia Fraser is a rather thick tome that depicts the life 

of the unfortunate queen of France from her Austrian childhood to her sad exe-

cution on the guillotine during the French Revolution. Many of the reported 

doings of the queen have been parodied over the years. Here is a chance to get 

the real facts. Marie was married in a proxy service to the French heir to the 

throne when she was only fourteen years of age. For almost eight years she and 

her husband were more like brother and sister than husband and wife. Her first 

born suffered from tuberculosis of the bones, and died at age eight. Another 

child died, before reaching her first birthday. After the Revolution, Marie was 

left the widow of Louis XVI, with just two living children... one child was 

turned against her by his captors, encouraged to give false testimony that in-

sured his mother would meet her death. He died in his teens at the hands of  the 

men who had encouraged him to testify falsely against his mother. Only the 

daughter survived, to live and remember the glory of France in its heyday...and 

the parents who loved both their country and their offspring with devotion. 

HOURS: TUES-SAT 10-4 CST 
CLOSED MAJOR HOLIDAY 

WEEKENDS. CALL AHEAD TO 
VERIFY HOURS IF  IN QUESTION.  

16. Fit as a ___. 

17. Clean as a ___. 

18. As good as ___. 

19. Leaks like a ___. 

20. Runs like the ___. 

21. Sly as a ___. 

22. Strong as an ___. 

23. Snug as a bug in a ___. 

24. Nervous as a long tailed 
cat __ __ __ __ __ __ 
__. 

25. Tall as a ___. 

26. Blue as the ___. 

27. Clear as ___. 

28. Green as a ___. 

29. Weak as a ___. 

30. Bright as a __ __. 

See if you can fill in the blanks! Have a 
little holiday fun in the meantime! Use 
one word per blank. 

1. Soft as a __. 

2. As alike as two peas __ __ __. 

3. As blind as a __. 

4. As cold as __. 

5. As cool as a ___. 

6. As plain as ___. 

7. As black as your ___. 

8. Red as a ___. 

9. As silly as a ___. 

10. Sick as a ___. 

11. Stubborn as a ___. 

12. Thick as a ___. 

13. Slow as ___. 

14. Pure as the driven ___. 

15. As old as the ___. 

Kentucky similies: fun for all  

Telephone: 270-443-7759 during business 

hours, or leave a message for next scheduled 

work day.  

WEBSITE: www.markethousemuseum.com 

EMAIL: info@markethousemuseum.com 

Mailing Address:   PO Box 12, 
Paducah, Kentucky, 42002 

Located at: 121 South Second Street, 
Paducah, Kentucky 42001 

ANSWERS TO PREVIOUS QUIZ: 1-B, 2-A, 3-B, 4-A, 5-B,  

6-B, 7-A. 8-C, 9-B, 10-C, 11-C, 12-B. 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR HISTORICAL 
ARTICLES , GAMES, NEWSLETTERS, 

AND MORE!  

www.markethousemuseum.com 

Featured book to enjoy this fall season MUSEUM MESSENGER 

ANSWERS TO SIMILIES: 1-snowflake 
(or feather), 2-in a pod, 3-bat (or mole), 4-
kraut, 5-cucumber, 6-day, 7-hat, 8-beet, 9-
goose, 10-dog, 11-mule, 12-brick, 13-
Christmas (or molasses), 14-snow, 15-hills, 
16-fiddle, 17-whistle, 18-gold, 19-sieve, 20-
wind, 21-fox, 22-ox, 23-rug, 24-in a room 
full of rocking chairs, 25-tree, 26-ocean (or 
sky), 27-glass (or day) 28-gourd, 29-kitten, 
30-light bulb. 

‘Smarty Cat’ says read 
some good history  
books and enjoy the 
winter days when the 
snow starts to fall! 

Smarty Cat is the mascot of the Market House Museum 


